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By JUDY B \ennACH
If you like your plmdems
o‘u'w like college professors
Incmxd \’1(mcnk) your
=‘mmz» . Damboyant  and
seuthern and your mysteties
cat, - comphet and po‘mca!
,C/\"}u\L TY's  mammoth
“Vapished” lcaves not ing to
< gosired.

Thny say it is baqnd on
but:

letcher Knehel's novel,
lns, this reviewer has read
letcher Knebel’s novel, or at

,L,mf }w . ,,"2‘.\‘/(,@

“\{an- 1

cast -as” much of it 'as she -

ould get through before an
nearthly mlgraine possessed
=r, and it bears only a story-
ne xesembldnce to the origi-
al

I Ave can go by last mrfht )

aspenseful. opener—the sec-
=d and last scgment. aivs to-
dahit—“Vanished” is ong of
ose  superpolitical  thrillers

Jat borrows from the same

quse, as . “Advise and Con-
2nt” (the book, not the mov-
2) or “Seven Days In May”

ditto). 1t is slick, it is hwhly_

mprobable, it forces the view-
r to suspend his sense of hu-
10 and it'is wouderfu! fun in
ie way fhat only American

- enough,

wrillers can be wonderful fun, °

Vory, Very Seriously
The British are always mak-
g fun of themselves in their

avious mysterios, but the
mericans  take everything

-t

crefs

.
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very, very seriously.
ished,” true to form, has only
superheroes” and  villaninous
types.” The superheross fall
into two categories: the Rich-
ard Widmark -Am-The-Presi-
dent-With-The - Graying - Tem-
ples category and the James

-Farentino-young- mash id=alist

category.
The villains, by far the most
endearing, are either stuffy

philosophers who hagpen to he
CIA clixcctora (%,

shall) or the perenuially use-

[l fhmboy it Southern sena-
tor (Robert Young, surprising-

Iy encugh).

“Vanished,”
takes its'title from
what happens en awful ot
throughoul the fi'l n. Everyone
hés the doplarable
ther turning vp dead (which is
sort of \dm}mw in away, I
suppose)  or disappearing.
First a Red Chinese sailor’s
body is found on the beach
outside President Widmark’s
simimer mansion and next the
president's top adviser and
close friend (played by Arthur
Hill) disappears,

o

This is a little m«ancr*ttmd

hecause the top adviser had
access to a lot of nuclear se-
and any\' ay, who wants
to lose a close friendd? The
flambovant Sputhan senator,
portrayed  with  astonishing

.
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G. Mar- .

prcdicta bly

hehit of el

the kind of guy with wnim-

o ruf\.\ nx)fI

. RICHARD WIDMAR RKC

—— e

o]an by the n_orn'zally goody-
goody Robaort Youag, is posi-
tively gleeful al the prospect
of deriving political milezge
ou{ of the event.
Press Secrefary

Gossip tears through' the

capital at a fast clip and a lot

of naughty reporters plague’

the pre\xdcvts press secre-
tary (Farentino).to conlirm or
denry some naczhty rumors.
And for a while, things don’t
look too good. For one thing,
the top adviser and close
friend, although he may have
looked to you and to me like

" is-behaving

“the inoment,

e'.a:—

L

cachable credentials for
‘graying temple-dom, turns out
to be "a hemosexual who takes
off from Hds lush of a wile to
rendezvets ith a math pro-
fessor in & motel roop.

And for ansthor, fie presi-
dent " doesa't  scemr exactly
frantic o pursue lie wheres-
bouts of Lis friend. He a
the case to the FII, but
cilicaily farbids the Cldto .P
vestinate X, G. Marshail isa'
his bosra b v, bul tuis
seeps to be ummg in-tight-
ing a littie far.

And thal’s the news risht vp
to the present, as they say. At
E. G. is acting
very seIfn"thnus and ex-
tremely peevcd. Hobert Young
erfectly vicious’
in a very delightful, magno-
lia-tree kind of way. The von-
ished friend’s wile (Blezuar

L

" Parker) has just tried to do

" grim for,

herself in. And the polls Jook
vidmark.

The movie has flaws, of
course (row you didn’f expect
a completely glowing review,
did you?). Richard Widmark
doesu’t seem quile as con-
cerned as he should be, what
with his eampalgn contribu-
tions dropping off and the

elections comning up in Novem:- .

ber—and that should give us,
all an umhcalthy clue into

what témorrew portends. And
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there are crxt din unintentios
ally Inlmlods and ludicrou
moments. K. G. Marshall cal!
an intelligence inzeling, for &
stance, and addre 505 aH hi
colleaguas not by their Chrt:
tian- nemes, but as “FBI,
“Air - Force  Intellizence,
“ABC,” ete. (as in “Nalions:
Sncmi/ Agency, what do g
tidnk? ™),

But so what? "this is utg,"v
sophisticated and infricate 133

- tle thriller; an epic concelive

in glamour and executed wit
some taste and Intelligence
The acling is uniformly deces
~—pumu!1911y Young's ming
but zesty performancc as th
shrewd politico,

And thz scene between th:
lecherous’ senator and the -]
club buxem blond represent-
tive was pure delight. It's datf
nitely worth anothor look ta
night, same time, same st
tion, :



